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of struggle, their primary object being the assassination of the
tsar. Another section tried to cling to the old jNTarodnik platform.
In the autumn of 1879 the adherents of initial Narodism organized
the" Black Redistribution" party which, however, soon ceased to exist
Bowing to the utter impossibility of continuing the struggle in the old
forms.

The advocates of terrorism organized the Narodnaya Volya party
in St. Petersburg, headed by Zhelyabov, Sophia Perovskaya and
V. N. Figner. It was the aim of this party to assassinate Alexander II,
on whose life several attempts were made. The most important
of these was the attempt made in February 1880 in the Winter Pal-
ace. Here the Narodnik, Stepan Khalfcurin, a worker, arranged an
explosion which did not, however, injure the tsar. After this attempt
Alexander appointed General Loris-Melikov with dictatorial power
to combat the revolutionary movement, placing all the ministries
and the Third Section (Secret police) under his control. Contemporaries
of Loris-Melikov characterized his policy in the following words:
"Foxtail and wolf's jaws." Loris-Melikov made some small concessions
to the bourgeoisie: relaxed the severity of the censorship for the bour-
geois-liberal press, and secured the resignation of the hated Minister
of Education, Count D. Tolstoy. These measures made him a liberal
in the eyes of the bourgeoisie. Under him, however, the persecu-
tions and executions of the revolutionaries increased. Loris-Melikov
closed the Third Section but instituted in its place a police Department
under the Ministry of the Interior which served the same purpose.
Loris-Melikov promised to convene a conference of representatives
of the zemstvos with the government officials for a preliminary dis-
cussion of new legislation. This plan came to be known as "Loris-
Melikov *s Constitution."

On March 1, 1881 members of Narodnaya Volya assassinated Alex-
ander II. Terrorism did not stimulate the mass movement but, on
the contrary, weakened it. The tactics of individual terrorism, were
profoundly erroneous an.d extremely harmful. It was based on the
fallacious Narodnik theory of active "heroes" and a passive "mo"b,"
which were supposedly waiting for their salvation, at the hands of the
individual "heroes." The "mob," according to the Narodniks and
members of the Narodnaya Volya, was the people, i.e., the peasants
and the workers. Themselves they regarded as the "heroes."

The terrorism practised by the Narodniks (members of the Zemlya
i Volya and the Narodnaya Volya) impeded the revolutionary struggle
of the masses, scattered the forces of the workers and peasants and
intensified the government reaction.

The historical merit of the Narodniks of the "seventies was their
selfless struggle against tsarism and the landlords, their struggle for
the transfer of all the land to the peasants. But this struggle had no